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„% Hence let me haſte into the mid-wood ſhade, 
Where ſcarce a ſu2 beam wanders thro* the gloom, 
„ And on the dark green graſs, beſide the brink . 
Of haunted fiream, hat by the roots of oak 
* Rolls oer the rocky channel, lie at large, 

Aud fing the glorics of the circling year.” 
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TO THE MOST NOBLE THE 


MARQUIS or ABERCORN. 


My Loxp, 


T was from a friendly recommendation 
from my late worthy friend, the Rev. Mx. 
Jos rau MaxSUuALI, latterly Rector of Maghera, 
to JAMES HAMILTON Eſq. of this Town, that firſt 
induced my viſiting this place - and tho? I have not 
the honour of a perſonal acquaintance with your 
Lordſhip, (as the principal gentleman in theſe Parts, 
yet from the amiable character your Lordſhip bears) 
have preſum'd the dedicating, this little deſcriptive 
Poem, to your patronage and protection; hoping 
for your Lordſhip's approbation, as doubtleſs your 
Lordſhip is an encourager of Literature, even of 
the Muſes, and other Sciences ;---and tho' this Ru- 
ral deſcription may not bear the ſeverity of Criti- 
ciſm; yet I can truly aſſert, it is well meant to 
pleaſe, every claſs of Readers. 
IT was a ſeries of misfortunes in trade, in Ame. 
rica, in the beginning of the late war there, that 


occaſioned my loſing large ſums in outftanding 


debts, with other misfortunes of an afffictive na- 
ture, reduced me from an opulent Merchant to 


6 confin'd 


7 
confin'd circuniſtances in this my rative conntrv, 
aud tis to your Lordſhip's humane breaſt, aud gen- 


tlemen of opulence alone I can look for aid, or 


humane benevolence, and the moſt lively grat ud 
will not be wanting. May long life and a 1 5 
of happineſs, ever await your Lordſhip, is the fer- 
vent prayer of | | 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt devoted, 
And moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


Strabane, 1798. JOHN SEARSON. 


E. 


AVING a rural, and poetic turn from my 
youth.— And on viſiting STRABANE, and find- 


zug it ſurrounded with the beauty's of nature, as 
alſo dining in company with "ome decent inhabi- 
tants near the Marquis of Abercorn's Cottage in 
Glenwood on the firſt day of July 1795, in com. 


memoration of the battle of the Eoyne in 1690 
(an uſual practice here) firſt induced my inclina- 


tion to compole a Poem on the beauties of theſe 
rural ſcenes, which I hope, (nay flatter myſclf) 
will be pleaſing to the reader, and is the end I aim at. 


For pleaſure of the mind we ſ.0111 purſue, 
In reading, fludy: ro, 01:4 1: 8 Wwe do. 


* 
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DESCRIPTIVE POEM 


n {a 
A glittering rr of foy, 
_*. Zowets the fields, and nature's ſmiles revie'd® 


Tuomons Saisons. 


RO % deten dei like my woud'tin 


eye, 

And ſtill as I walk on, with wonder ſpy, 
How beaut'ous is this calm retirement, 

From anxious care, and brooding. diſcontent, 
The pond'rous rocks, which here ſurround the place 
And rural verdure ſtill before my face, 

The ivy turning ronad about each tree, 

And rural ſhades, that moſt delightful be. 


Tus CorTact ſo recluſe and wond'rous fine, 


My Lord no doubt with * ſometime here 


dine, 10 
In this moſt pleaſing, ſweet retired ſpot, 
The birds harmonious, too, delight this grot ; 
N - "> 


( 18 ] 
I've din'd with friends in this ſweet rural — 
The Heav'ns our houſe, our table was the green, 
Whilſt mirth and joy diffus'd around that day, 15 
Dancing and muſic help'd to make us gay. 


O, friendſhip dear, the ſource of ev'ry joy, 
We on thy principles can cer rely, 


When croſs'd with trouble, and with anxious care, 


Into my heart I'll look.---To'God repair. 20 


And when retir'd will walk ſuch lovely ſhade, 

Since anxious thoughts, are here ſo eaſy made. 

O, ſweet retirement, in yon dear GIEN, 

Muſt be great comfort to perplexed men, 

This Co rA is recluſe from ſtrife and noiſe, 25 

It's beauty's every ſtranger muſt ſurprize; 

I've read of Iſrælites in th' wilderneſs, 

Was led by hand of God in their direls,. 

Sure none's alone ev'n in retirement, 

For one pervades our ſteps; let's be content: 30 

In ſtudy, I-would chooſe this CoTTact neat, 

My thoughts compoſed here, I would le, 
EE 


. n 


— — — CCC 
„ Haring no houſe to accomodate the gertlemen who din'd 
here this day, we made an open field anſwer this esd: and having 


no table, made the green graſs anſwer this purpoſe, an 1rifh Piper 
was our muſic, ſalmon roaſted in the field our chicf food, mirth, 


— Eftiviy and friendſhip cloſed the ſcene, 


30 


t ad 3 
Ser yon . rocks, and waterafall, - 


| Pour down that mountain, floping hill and all, 


Caſcades in winter here muſt much ſurprize, 35 
When dreary winter darkens all the fkies ; 

The tuneful birds with all their chearful notes, 
Have now no ſong the hills are cloath'd with goats. 
The ſeaſons roll and bring about the year, 
The city ſwarms with folks from far aud near; 40 
So now the pleaſant grot and verdant bow'r, E 
Delight no more in winters dreary hour: 
How happy is the man from care and ſtrife, 
Who lives retir'd, a pleaſant country life. 
The Cora then will be a little Heav'n, 45 
When we enjoy in peace the good that's given, 
From earth to Heav'n we'll look up to our God, 
He'll be our great reſource and chiefeſt good. 
Ye ſylvian ſhades how happy ſhould I be, 

Could TI be near your beauty ſtill to ſee, 50 
Your preſent blooming trees and ſhading green, 
That to the traveller may &er be ſeen, 

Ye pleaſing walks and every ſhady bow'r, 


* 


Pill view your ſweets in this my morning hour, 


When far I'm from the tyranny of men; 


And plenſure take in this green rural GLen, x 
I would ſome Angel may be near me then. 


For 


| 4 } 
For that's a Heav'n be we where we will, 
If innocence, but guards us from all ill; 
O, may this CoTTaeEx, and the Gz alſo, 60 
Eer find me innocent, where e'er I go; 
Then, will I range the flow'ry walks and groves, 
And taſte the ſweets that virtue only knows-— 
My Lord in this retreat, muſt pleaſure take, 
From courts and cities ſeek this dear retreat; 65 
Here ſpend with friends, the ſocial hour 
Paſſing the friendly glaſs, in this ſweet bow'r, 
For life itſelf is but a ſhadow here, 
Therefore with joy, we'll paſs this preſent year; 
To-morrow may bring forth ſome wond'rous tale, 70 
For who can future things to us reveal.--- 


Cascapes and waterfalls delight the mind, 
And rural feenes more pleaſing in their kind, 
See lofty mountains here, and green ſhades there, 
That in themſelves are beautiful and rare; 35 
Even Phillis here may find retir'd good, 
Nor be alone in yonder thickeſt wood, 
The God's pervades our paths where e er we go, 
And guard our ſteps from ev'ry evil foe; - 
So tho' in Cor rA or in yonder GLeNn, 80 
We'll be ſecure tho' from the fight of men, | 
% | | Were 


Ls 1] 
Were ne'er the leſs, in his all-ſeeing eye, 
Whether we walk, or fit, or down do lie; 
This GLEN is ever pleaſing to one's ſight, _ 
Allo the CoTTace doth the heart delight, 
I'll often meditate and ſearch my heart, 
And with all vanity and guilt will part, 
Will paſs ſome hours in innocence away, 
Then balmy ſleep, will end a pleaſant day. 
But ere I cloſe mine eyes I think I hear, gg 
Yon water-fall, that ſeems the Corr e near, 
Its murmuring noile, wake ev'ry lively ſenſe, 
Compoſe my thoughts, and troubles recompenſe 
I check my ſteps, and view the broken ſcene, 
In one impetuous torrent down the green, 95 
It thund' ring ſhoots, and ſhakes the place around, 
By rapid torrents ſtrikes the mighty ground, 
Daſh'd in a cloud of foam, it ſends below, 
A hoary miſt, and daſhing floods allo.--- 
How ſtill, how calm the wide expanic how bright, 100 
The ſpangled ſtarry ſky doth us delight ; 
On the ſounding Atmoſphere, [ ſhiver, 
Yet praiſe, adore th' Omnipotent ever, 
And lift my ſoul to youder ſtarry frame, | 
By ſolemn thought, will ſtrive ſome good to gain. 05 
The rooms for ſleep, are here ſo wond'rous fine, 
The Corr, ſo retir'd, delights the time, 


In 


1 16 J 
In folemn filence in the midnight hour, 
Dear balmy fleep, refreſhes in this bow'r, 110 
Such are the changing ſcenes of our ſhort Hife, 
Sometimes in Joy, fometimes in chequer'd ftrife ; 
But in th' fweet Gren, or bow'r paſs away, 
In dear retirement, a joyous day. 
J he CorTacE in this ſweet, retired ſhade, 115 
Is pleafing to repoſe, and lovely made; | 
The GIN moſt pleafing to the human mind, 
For true romantick ſcenes you here will find: 
One's never tir'd in pleafing ſhady groves, _ 
| F or contemplation does the mind compole. 129 


1 heard the black bite and the thruſh to day, 
Hymn their melodious notes, and ſeem'd ſo gay? 
Who tun'd their voices thus to ſing, 

*Ewas ſure their greit Creator, and their King, 
Such harmony is pleaſing to the mind, 12g 
And all the ruder paſſions will refine ; 

is love the cement of our brighteſt days, 

Will raiſe melodious harmony, to lays. 


PHIIILiIis appears, and brights the rural grove 
O view her mein and walk, how ſtraight ſhe goes,130 
The graces e'er attend her, and ſo bright, 


She makes ev'n ſavage breaſts i in her delight ? 
Ch 


1 
Could we but have, ſweet virtue, and content, 
Such rural ſhades, would make us merriment; | 
Two ſouls like one, in rural ſhades ſhould meet, 133 
*Tis this would make the Gra retirement ſweet ;+- 
I'd paſs ſome time in love, with Phillis here, 
Forget my troubles, and my anxious care. 
"Tis love that crowns our happieſt days with joy, 
Brings nights of peace, when calmly down we lie;140 


O, may my days, glide o'er this fleeting ſcene, 


In harmony and love, {till to be ſeen, | 
Then will my days, and nights glide ſoft away, 
Since all our life, is but a troubled day. 


WALKING thro'the GLe, at diſtance view. 145 


The improving work, of late, to you I ſhew, 


"Tis the Canar, of uſe to trade, ſo bright, 
That every viewer muſt in it delight, | 
See ſloops, and boats e'er long come up this way, 
And bring much merchandize to our new quay, 150 
Bid merchants flouriſh in th' town of STRABANE, 
W hich is ſurrounded with a pleaſant lawn, 
Methinks, I view the. trade of this town grown 
To riches, wealth and fame, they'll call their own; 
'Tis pleafirg ſceing trade come to our quay, 155 


Which makes us rich, takes our produce away. 


How 
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How good the perſonage, how great the man, 

V bo firſt brought navigation to our land, 

Our country to perfection will arrive, 

And ev'ry trading man to weakkh will thrive; "60 

W ken ſrugal induftry is made our guide, 

Vell ufe great honeſty, in Heav'n confide, 

| Ka trade, fo good, as what is gain'd by truth, 

It makes old age, as happy as our youth ; 
IbeCaxar employs, aur indufirious poor, 165 
And keeps diſtreſs far from the Iabour's door, 

Nothing more pleaſing, than induft'rous good, 

Ir eloathes the naked, gives the hungry food, 

Such Caxais may pet ſpread thro' the nation 

As greatly will encreafe our navigation, 179 

And much enrich our land, in food and wealth, 

Give comfort allo in our days---and health. | 


I turn mine eyes, and pecp at STRABANE Town, 
A place of trade, and now of much renown ; 
The people happy and the town compleat, 175 
Their market-houſe, is here ſo very neat, i 
The people too, is very fine and clean, 
To ſtrangers, they are ſtriking to be ſeen, | 
Kind providence, dwells here with honeſt men, 
Gives happy days, and peace in latter end. 18. 
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Their Bridge and Town, is ſo compleat and neat, 
So is their Square, which here is ſo compleat; 
How ſolemn is their Church, and place of pray x. 
Induces the devout there to repair, 

The River here is pleaſing to behold, 186 
It's rapid ſtream delightful is and bold; 

The Angler here diverts himſelf with trout, 8 
And to his pleaſure adds, good food rants 


To BARON -Couxr I took a morning tour, 
And found the pleaſure of a rural hour, 190 
The ſwans were ſwimming in this beaut'ous 1 ake 
How pleaſing this retired walk to take, 

See, near to this, there is a caſtle high, 

And midft the lake, a pleaſing iſle is by, 

Tm told it's call'd the iſland of Macue, 195 
Which here's romantick, give it bus it's due. 
Look farther, and behold the park with deer, 
It's beaut'ous green, and barts without a fear, 
I've ſeen this noble creature play about, 

W hich to behold, moſt pleaſing is no doubt, 200 
How pleaſant tis, the lovely lawn to walk, 
And of the charming green, and deer to talk: 
Look farther, and behold at diſtance tell, 
The ſmiling looks of Mountain---Beſsy Bell, 
| | See 
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See when it's cover'd with a fog, you'd ſay, 205 
The weather's chang'd; *twill be rain to day ; 
How many cattle browzing on this hill, 

Who pleaſe the eye, and owner's pocket fill, 

I view amidſt the groves and planting here, 

The Barons- court caſtle, ſuperb and rare, 210 
The rooms are ſpacious, and the hall ſo grand, 
Maguificence, in all around you ſtand,, 

It leads one's thoughts, to yonder Heav'n above, 
Where dwells eternal happineſs and love; 

Here numbers of reduced men and boys, 215 
His Lordſtüp's bounty conſtantly employs, 

The Marchioneſs, is fo humane and good, 


She cloathes the naked, gives the hung'ry food, 


The ſpacious fields, are cover'd with young trees, 
Which ev'ry ſtranger muſt admire that ſees, 220 
My Lord delights ſo much in planting groves, 
That ages yet to come, may there repoſe ; 
How pleaſing tis this beaut ous ſcene to ſee, 
And paſs a ſocial hour from tree to tree. 
T took a walk ſtraightway thro' Cloonty-wood, 225 
Which many ages here, have firmly ſtood, 
Along the water edge, it pleaſes high, 
As from this walk, the ſuperb-caſtle ſpy. 
Indeed this ſeat, is like Elyſian ground, 
It's proſpect ever pleaſing all aroaud, 
Romantick 
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Romantick proſpect and the rural ſhade, 
Moſt pleafing is, to eaeh ſpectator made. 
Methinks it brings a thought into my mind 
That natures beauties tho' their very fine, 
Yet only ſhadows are, of Heay'nly ground, 235 
Where happnets complete are to be found, 


With rapture of this rural ſhade, I tell, 
On all it's grandeur I could ever dwell, / 
It's beaut'ous view, is owing. to my Lord, 


Whoſe mind in rurat ſcenes, delight afford. 


Fox loyalty, my Lord is now well known, 240 
His country's cauſe, he looks at as his own, 
The royal regiment of ſeven-hundred men 
Is warlike to behold, moſt pleaſing then. 

Goon my Lord, may Heav'n protect you omg 245 
For honor to your country you will fill; 

In arms or peace, your Lordſhip fill W 11 ſhin” 
In ſenate, or retir'd—not decline. 

O, may kind Heav'n your Lordſhip's guard be made 
A tow'r ſtrong, an ever hiding ſhade. 250 
So may the poet, ev'n far away, | 

Hear of your Lordſhip's health and glorious day, 
Alas! muſt I adieu, this place ſo dear, 

Farewell, ye rural ſhades, for * ſame year, 


A THOUGHT 


| a. ſurrounded by her foes, 
In arms and courage muſt repoſe, 
Both wealth and honor ſtill will gain, 
For many thouſand's in her train; 
It is an Iſland growing to wealth, 
With plenty now abounds—and health. 
Brave are her ſoldiers when abroad 
In hiſt'rys page, is on record. 
Her ſeamen too is noted well, 
The Engliſh fleet, this truth can tell, 
Tho' ſome diſloyal has been found, 
In ev'ry nation wears a crown : 
Yet ſuch ('tis hop'd) their error find, 
And be to loyalty inclined, 
The Charter-Schools, muſt do much good, 
The youth are eloath'd, and have their food, 
Thus education here do ſhine, | 


That better part improv'd the mind, 
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The young idea taught to ſnoot, 
And bring inſtruction from this root, 
May learning flouriſh in our day, 
And thus drive ignorance away. 
O, may propitious days be ſeen, 
Smile on our woods, and on our green, 
So may our bleſſings e er abound, 
On our arms, and on our ground, 
Drive all diſtreſs from us away, 
And we have plenty in our day. 
So ſhall the ſons of Patrick ſhine, 
And in no glory be behind. 
The great the noble go before, 
The poor their virtue will adore, 
And ſpread example thro? the land, 
That all may join it in a band; 
Thus rich and poor have cauſe to ſay 
"Tis Heav'n that drives diſtreſs away. 
Thus ſhall good Ireland ever ſhine 
In peace and plenty all divine; 
Moſt glorious Go that rules above, 


Grant us great plenty, peace and love.. . 


"SW 3 
Ax ACROS TIC. 


CERTAIN tis, there is great men, 
And ſuch to foreign parts we ſend, 
Perſuaded of their wond'rous parts, 

Io fave their country by their arts, 

And is in war, ſafe and expert, | | 
In ſuch their country will exert ; { 
Nor e' er from them will they depart. 
Grox'ovs actions by you've been done, 
England's glory, by ſuch are v on; 

O may you proſper, in the field, 
Rebell's to your ſword muſt yield ; 
Gen'rous too, and to ſoldiers kind, 
Enouvh, their gratitude to bind. 

VaLor and brav'ry will gain, 

And ſhield the breaſt, from anxious pain, 
Let royal Tyrone have glory, ; 

Let their Regiment ſhine in ſtory ; 

And ſurely, where great actions done, 

None will deny the glory won, . 
Command brave men, all will obey ; 


* 


Eyn foes this truth, cannot gainſay, 
Your virtues praiſe you ev'ry day. 
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BENEFICENT MAN; 
COMPOS'D BY THE AUTHOR SOME YEARS AGO, 


IN THE 


CITY or PHILADELPHIA. 
BUT NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED. 
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Who went about deing Good. Aors, 10. V. 30 


E wiſe, the juſt, the pious grave, 


The virtuous good, and many raves 
Beneficence their greateſt joy, 


Which death itſclf cannot deſtroy. 
To pity the diſtreſs'd inclin'd, 

And ſtrictly juſt to all mankind, 
This will ſolace the ſoul in Heav'n, 
"Tis only to the virtu'ous giv'n. 


Wren death and ſickneſs me invade; 
And I muſt try the dreary ſhade; 
Let this my Gop ſupport me ſtill, 
I cer was glad to do thy will — 


— —— 


"© 
The ſtranger I have &er receiv'd, — 
Tbe poor by me, has been reliev'd: 
The fick forlorn, and helpleſs poor, 

Has ne'er gone empty from my door, 
Tis thoſe I viſit in diſteſs, 

The deſtitute .and fatherleſs ; 

The pris'ner too, ſhall have my food, 
And like my Lord love doing good. 
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Tuis is the good man's way we know, 
Yet tho' he's good, he thinks not ſo, 
He knows himſelf unworthy till, 

Yet joys to do his maſter's will, 

'Thro' Chriſt, he life will inherit, 

For Heav'ns a gift, for Jeſus's merit ; 
How bleſs'd they are who from this root, 
Are ever bringing forth good fruit, | 
They'r ever ſinging, as they ſhine, ; 
The hand that does this, is divine, 
In this they ever will rejoice, 

The doing good, from love, and choice, | 
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ON THE NEGLECT OF 


POOR RELATIONS. 
The Poor is ſeperated from his Neighbour, _ 19. 7. 
Þ* paſſing thro' the troubled maze. of life, . 
We ſometimes are in joy, ſometimes i in ſtrife, 
Sometimes we ſhine, withbleſſings compaſs d round 


Again no mark of comfort can be found; 
Thus JOSEPH, ſometimes in a cave is fold, 
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Again, you'll next the throne his face behold; 


So ſtrange our fortune, does our friends ſurprize, in 

When rich they know us, but when poor deſpiſe, . 

So ſtrangely do we ſee the face of things, 10 

Princes degraded, beggars reign as kings. 

This day caſt down, to-morrow I may ſhine, _ 

Alas! then on my ſtate do not repine. 

T'll ſearch the woods, and travel ey'ry field, 

In hopes ſome comfort to my heart they'll yield, 4 

Perhaps my friends with comfort may return, 

Nor always caſt me off, nor hear me mourn, 

Love makes true friendihip th' comfort of our life, 

Will baniſh hatred, drive away all ftrife ; 

Ye friends in wealth, confider my eſtate, 

And think I yet may have a better fate, 

Tis Gop, can make his face on us to ſhine, 

For this we know, his ways are all divine. 
3 
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' DESCRIPTION OF 


- STRABANE CHURCH, Ke. 


PEG a ftranger in STR ABaNE, Itooka walk to 
their eſtabliſhed church, which is decent and 
commodious for a large congregation, and heard an 
excellent diſcourſe this day, being 1 2th July, (Lord's 
day) delivered by a young clergyman, I was told of 
the name of H— n, from PRO. Ch. 27. V. I. 
* Boaſt not thyſelf of to-morrow, for thou knoweſ} 
not what a day may bring forth“ The young gen- 
tleman who preached this forenoon, very patheti- 
cally and properly, brought many arguments and 
demonſtrations to prove the truth of the above ob- 
ſervation of the wiſeſt of men. | 
 Ixnperp there can be no doubt of the uncer- 
tainty of human affairs ; that every age, people and 
perſon, conſtantly experience: alas! how quick is 
the tranſition of what the world call fortune, or 
rather providence divine 
HisToxy is full of relations of this ſort, both 
of large empires, great and mighty ſtates, and of 
Particular perſons. —The man who is to-day in the 
moſt ſuperb affluence, to-morrow may | be degraded, 
and 
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well knowing that if in © Af my ways I acknowledge 


vet from theſe ſcenes, we'll lift our eyes on high, 


Think of the day, when we muſt there appear, 


el 
and come to want. And the man of ſortune is proud, 
and (ſurprizing to tell) confidereth not the inſtabi- 
lity of this uncertain abiding; and the man who 
may be to- day in ſprrow and want, may to-morrow 
be in affluence and wealth. Such is the uncer- 
tainty of human affairs SELF- APPLICATION. 
Lord grant me an eveneſs in all diſpenſations, and 
an intire reſignation to the will of our Father 
which art in Heav'n; ſo ſhall J ever praiſe thee» 


thee, thou wiſt direct my paths. PRo, 3. 6, 


Tnvs thro? the rural ſhades, and lovely how” rs, 
I have amus'd myſelf, ſome pleaſing hours 
And have to wiſh my readers time, for eaſe; 
As ſcenes romantick, will for ever pleaſe, 


And view thoſe orbs, that roll in yonder ſky, 


No ſcene terreſtrial, have we there to fear, 

Our joys and ſorrows, which affe& the mind, 

No place in yon celeſtial ſphere, can find, | 
Let's then ſometimes from rural ſhades, and groves 


Think of yon Heav'ns, where we will repoſe, 


There undiſturb'd. by ev'ry foe and care, 
Meet our departed friends, wh'ſe happy there, 
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